INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
15-16 MARCH 2016
BRUSSELS

COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM
MUJAHADA and MUSLIMS’ RESPONSIBILITY

The aim of this symposium is to
bring together scholars working on
the topic of violence, extremism,
violent radicalization, mujahada and
peacemaking in Islam. In particular, the
symposium organizers are interested
in the complex links and interaction
between  religious  texts, social
circumstances and cultural contexts
which lead to the violent radicalism
and extremism. Instrumentalization
of the religious beliefs, texts and
practices and jihad to justify struggles
and conflicts are common concerns of
many Islamic scholars. The extremist
rhetoric obscure the whole religious
texts’ meaning, decontextualise the
inclusive understanding and approach
of the Qur’an. This symposium will
provide opportunities to deepen our
understanding of the patterns of
religious violence and the nature and
scope of our moral responses to them.

Venue

MCE Conference Center

Rue de 'Aqueduc 118

1050 Brussels
.

For registration, please visit:
www.symposium.gulenchair.com

Some Speakers :

o Prof. Bart Kerremans, KU Leuven o Prof. Emmanuel
Gerard, KU Leuven « Gunnar Stalsett, Bishop Emeritus
of Oslo « Prof. Koen Geens, Belgian Minister of Justice
« Prof. Rik Coolsaet, Ghent University  Prof. Ross
Chambers, Charles Sturt University  Prof. Johan
Leman, KU Leuven o Prof. Asma Afsaruddin, Indiana
University « Dr. Fiore Geelhoed, University Amsterdam
o Prof. Zeki Saritoprak, John Carroll University
o Prof. Scott Alexander, Catholic Theological Union
o Prof. Emilio Platti, KU Leuven « Prof. Jon Pahl,
Lutheran Theological Seminary  Prof. Sophia Pandya,
California State University « Dr. Gunter Mulack,
Former Ambassador e Dr. Djamel Misraoui, Université
Paris XIII « Prof. Gino Schallenbergh, KU Leuven
o Prof. Ides Nicaise, KU Leuven o Dr. Serafettin
Pektas, ERIPA o Batool al-Toma, New Muslim Project
o Prof. Zhour Gourram, Ibn Tofail University

Some Paper Titles:

« The History of Radicalism and Its Ideological Roots
in Islamic History  Terrorism and Suicide Attacks
o The Variations and Extent of Mujahada « Media
Strategies of Violent Extremism o Islamic Values,
Terrorism and so-called Jihad « The Contribution
of the Interfaith Dialogue to Peace « Role of Muslim
Women in Countering Violence « Socio-Political
Dimension of Extremism ¢ The Prophet’s Warfare in
Terms of Defense « Mujahada: Religious Foundations
and the Reasons for Legislation « Violent Extremism:
Challenge of Naming and Framing e Islamic
Theology Education and Countering Violence

Editorial Board

« Prof. Leen d’'Haenens
KU Leuven

« Prof. Sophia Pandya
California State University

o Dr. Erkan Toguslu
KU Leuven

o Prof. Paul Weller
Derby University
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e Prof. Samir Boudinar
Center for Human and
Social Research

o Dr. Ergun Capan
Fatih University

« Prof. Suleman al-Dgoor
University of Jordan
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